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making for the anchorage, and Kidd lowered
his tone. He then invited the three captains
to come on board the Adventure, which they
refused to do, letting him plainly see that they
distrusted him.

Soon they had to warn him regarding his
ill-treatment of the Johanna people, for which
they threatened to call him to account. This
unlooked-for attitude on the part of the three
captains made Kidd uneasy ; and finding that they
would not leave the anchorage till he had gone, he
made sail and departed. Some of the crew of the
Adventure had, however, used suspicious language,
saying they were looking for an East India ship.
When asked if they would attack a single one,
they answered evasively, while continuing to boast
of the things they were going to do. These early
proceedings of Kidd effectually dispose of the plea
that his intentions were at first honest, and that
he only yielded to the coercion of his crew in
taking to piracy, after reaching the Indian seas.
The truth is that Kidd was resolved on piracy
from the first, and had little difficulty in persuad-
ing the majority of the crew to join him. It can
hardly be doubted that the accounts of the great